ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS MARKETS

Doné6ét forget to participate in the A
Presbyterian Church on Bannerman will host their markétrmiay, Dec. 10 from 6
-9 PM andSaturday, Dec. 11 from 8 AMi 12 noon.John Wesley UMC on Old St.
Augustine will also host their market on Saturdaggc. 4 from 94 andDec. 5 from
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1-4.

This is a wonderful way to purchase presents for Christmas and help various organizations wi
their ministries. The Alternative Christmas Market offers a unique alternative to the commercie
ism that has come to define the Christmas season. In lieu of an actual gift, the recipient receiv
special card informing them of the gift that was given in their name. An insert in the card furthe
describes the charity to which the contribution was made. These "alternative gifts" not only sh
the love of Christ to the recipients, but also to the various organizations receiving the financial
contributions.

AiThe mission of Fellowship Presbyterian Ch
believers in Jesus Christ that provides a nurturing center for worship, prayer, study,
and fell owship, which ministers to the nee:q
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DISCIPLEFEST: UPDATE

You do have your calendar marked for JanuargZ8, 2011, dondét you?
event for everyone in the church and this year is again combined with the winter meeting of Pre:
tery. There are some very exclioveiome@nother: maks h ¢
Christ known to the worldo . You can see the I|Iist of act
the presbytery website at http://presbyteryofflorida.com/40.html. There are several different trac
(including a childrenb6s tr acK alagwdthlats offonandh
visiting with other Presbyterians! Make plans now to attend. Early bird reservations get a disco
If postmarked by January 14. The keynote speaker is Rev. Eric Hoey, Director of Evangelism ar
Church Growth, General Assembly Mission Council. There is a new activity for Friday aftérnoor
an all church golf scramble! The golf scramble costs $20 (walking) or $29 (with cart) for 9 holes.
Registration for Disciplefest ranges from $35 (for Friday only or Saturday only) to $65 for both d.
($60 if postmarked by Jan. 14). The weekend will be at the Edgewater Beach and Golf Resort ir
Panama City Beach.

New officers:

The following officers will be serving for the next three years: Elders, Class of 2013: Jeannie
Dixon, Matt Hohmeister, Beth Keating; Deacons, Class of 2013: Melanie Jordan and Jean
McGoogan. Grant Hendry will serve a eyear term as a youth elder. Be sure to keep all of our
elders and deacons in your prayers. We give thanks to those going off active service: Eddie He
Frank McGoogan, Carol Harrison, Jeff Hendry.

Mid -week activities for Advent

Our Advent study began on November 17. Thisfowes si on study explore
Godobés Graceo and uses the 4 traditional Adyv
ing. We will meet on December 1 and 8. On December 15 we will have a special program. We b
for the Christmas holiday and will resume on January 5th.

Advent News
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g Please join us for Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 12th. We will meet ats PMin

g the Fellowship Hall to get ourselves organized and warm up our vocal cords. We vgll then

& head out in a caravan, returning by 6 PM for soup, sandwiches and fellowship in th€
Fellowship Hall. Please sign up in the Narthex by December 5th so that we'll knowgow

g many to expect. All agéshildren particularly delight our audieneasd talent levels ayg

& welcome to help us sing some wonderful and familiar Christmas Carols to our spe%l
Fellowship Friends at Westminster Oaks and the surrounding area.

g Come out and join the fun!!
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_Outreach Commissionwould like to thank the congregation here at

'\.‘“‘ Fellowship for their very generous donations of canned goods, macaroni &
j cheese and the cash donations totaling an awe$s5@00towards theéEcho
Thanksgiving Baskets!!

/ In addition,PW collected$200.00for Thornwell Home for children from the
Thanksgiving Turkeys!!

Wow what an amazing congregation we have here at Fellowship
Presbyterian Church for remembering those less fortunate during this holiday
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season.
October 2010 Special Gifts Received

Centsability $41.46

Deacons Fund $85.00

AThis Child Hereo S81m0@Gy School
Pastords Discreti o8h02%00

Seniors $ 55.00
Thornwell Home $ 200.00
($38.50 was collected from Heavenly Days Preschool Families)
Peacemaking $ 305.00
PW Thank Offering $513.00
PW Offeringsi Heiffer Project $ 65.00

Tiesf ANl

PW Offeringsi PACE Center $45.00

APeace on earth good will toward men. 0 't is
Christian observance of Advent and Christmas. And it is a phrase that has so far escaped the trend in our
language toward gendere ut r a l usage. iPeace on earth, good

right. But there are lots of places where we have shifted without even noticing. Matthew 4:4 is one of many
examples. The King James Version sayut he answered and said, It is written. Man shall not live by

bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of &dodT he New Revi sed
Version says: But he answeredt,i$ written, 'One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that

comes from the mouth of G8dVhich one sounds stranger?

Change is sometimes hard, sometimes not a problem. Sometimes change is intentional, sometimes it
just happens. The way America celebrates Athe ho
the change been intentional. Everyone | talk to seems to agree that Christmas has become too commercial
and that that is an unwelcome change. Retailers play off of the Christian tradition that emphasizes the bless-
ing of giving by saturating the air waves with sentimental, subliminal messages encouraging us to buy, so
that we can give. It truly is more blessed to give than to receive when we are talking about material,
worldly property. But my colleague John Lown (Lafayette Presbyterian Church) reminded me that the

Gospel is mor e ab o wHecameuate hisvownyand Hislowenrecegvedhimmat .[ KA V
John 1:11] Or , a deccanmte doiwhagywas hos ownh and his Rvi\people ditl not accept
himo The good news is that he came into the worl

The question is: do we receive him? It is up to us. We can change the focus of our Christmas obser-
vation so that it is truly a celebration of the most wonderful event in all of hist8nd with us in Chrigt
if we are intentional about receiving that one, greatest gift of all time.

On another note, | want to report on the progress of our search for a director of family ministries.
We have a search committee in place and we are receiving resumes. The committee will meet DBcember 6
to review applications and begin scheduling interviews. Your prayers are requested. The session and
several members are committed to intentional prayers for this ministry and some are forming small groups
that will meet to pray for our church and this ministry in particular. Please consider gathering or joining a
prayer group. I f you donét know theywouldlove tgemcoardg® u t
you in any way they canor come talk to me about it.

Finally, on the subject of change, this is go
letter, at least for a while, maybe permanently. Mailing the monthly publication has become expensive and
it is quite labor intensive. The content has also become largely redundant of the weekly newsletter. So we
are going to try going to a weekly newsletter only. It will be mailed to any who request it, but we hope that
most people will prefer to receive it by email. We will also continue to make copies available in the Nar-
thex. There may be a few adjustments in the weeks ahead as we figure out formatting and other logistics,
but | etds give it a try and see how it goes.

Peace on earth, good will toward men.

Mary



